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MINUTES 
City Council Business Meeting 

Council Chambers, 38 Hawley Street, Binghamton, N.Y. 
Wednesday June 3, 2015 

 
CALL TO ORDER  
Called to order by Council President Berg at 6:41pm. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Council President Berg led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
ROLL CALL 
Present: Jerry Motsavage, Joseph Mihalko, Teri Rennia, Lea Webb, Chris Papastrat, John Matzo, Bill Berg 
 
Absent: None 
 
Also in attendance: Jeremy Pelletier, City Clerk; Allison Sosa, First Assistant Corporation Counsel 
 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion to approve the minutes from the Business Meeting held Wednesday May 20, 2015.   
Moved by Rennia, seconded by Motsavage.  
Voice vote, none opposed. 
 
Motion to approve the Municipal and Public Affairs Committee meeting minutes held on Wednesday May 20, 2015. 
Moved by Rennia, seconded by Motsavage. 
Voice vote, none opposed.  
 
Councilwoman Rennia noted for the record that the Municipal and Public Affairs Committee will hold a meeting on 
Monday June 15th at 5:00pm to review the proposed police modernization law. The meeting will take place in the City 
Council work room, located through the City Clerk’s Office. For more information please contact the City Clerk by phone 
at 607-772-7005 or by email at clerk@cityofbinghamton.com. 
 
Councilwoman Rennia noted for the record that the Municipal and Public Affairs Committee will hold a meeting on 
Wednesday June 17th at 5:45pm to review the City’s noise ordinance. The meeting will take place in the City Council 
Chambers, 38 Hawley Street, Binghamton, NY. For more information please contact the City Clerk by phone at 607-772-
7005 or by email at clerk@cityofbinghamton.com. 
 
Councilwoman Webb noted for the record that Employees Committee will hold a meeting on Monday July 6th at 5:00pm  
to review  the Coughlin & Gerhart report relating to the City of Binghamton Police Department. The meeting will take 
place in the City Council Chambers, 38 Hawley Street, Binghamton, NY. For more information please contact the City 
Clerk by phone at 607-772-7005 or by email at clerk@cityofbinghamton.com. 
 
RECOGNITIONS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
Councilwoman Rennia read a proclamation in honor of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Queer (LGBTQ) Pride 
Month into the record. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT/COMMUNICATIONS 
Charles Westgate, Ellen Shaw, Stephanie Brewer, Ed Gent, Steve O’Neil, Tarik Abdelazim, Paul Cirba1, Sharon Nieminski, 
Ed Crumb, John Solak, 
 
Letter from Les Platt received on May 26, 2015 regarding recycling projects in the City of Binghamton. 
 
1Motion to suspend the rules to allow Paul Cirba a resident of the Town of Fenton to speak during public comment 
Moved by Rennia seconded by Webb. 
Voice vote, none opposed. 
 
RECONSIDERED LEGISLATION 
Introductory Ordinance 15-31. Considered in Public Works/Parks & Recreation, Chair: Motsavage 
An Ordinance amending the Binghamton Johnson City Joint Sewage Treatment Plant Facilities Intermunicipal Agreement 
X (Master IMA) 
Note: Legislation did not receive support from ¾ of the members of City Council at the Business Meeting on May  20, 
2015.  

1. Motion to reconsider Introductory Ordinance 15-31. 
Moved by Webb, seconded by Motsavage. 
Ayes: Motsavage, Mihalko, Webb, Papastrat, Matzo, Berg 
Nays: Rennia 
 

2. Motion to amend the legislation where it identifies name replace it with project manager. 
Moved by Webb, Mihalko 
Ayes: Motsavage, Mihalko, Webb, Papastrat, Matzo, Berg 
Nays: Rennia 
 

3. Motion to approve the legislation as amended. 
Moved by Motsavage, seconded by Mihalko. 
Motion carried. (Vote 6-1) 
Ayes: Motsavage, Mihalko, Webb, Papastrat, Matzo, Berg 
Nays: Rennia 
Note: This legislation was adopted by the Council of the City of Binghamton at a Business Meeting held on June 
3, 2015, and was presented to Mayor Richard C. David on June 4, 2015. The Mayor vetoed Introductory O15-31 
as amended by City Council, and submitted his veto message to the City Clerk’s Office on June 11, 2015. Due to 
the veto, no Permanent Number was assigned.  

SECOND READING LEGISLATION 
Introductory Local Law 15-1. Considered in Municipal and Public Affairs, Chair: Rennia 
A Local Law requesting home rule from New York State regarding the Homestead Tax Option as it relates to cooperative 
apartments at 5 Riverside Drive and 4 Oak Street 

1. Motion to approve legislation. Moved by Rennia, seconded by Motsavage. 
 

2. Motion to allow Council President Berg to recues himself from voting on this legislation as he has a personal 
relationship with Mr. Paul Cirba representing residents at 5 Riverside Drive and 4 Oak Street. 
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Moved by Webb, seconded by Motsavage. 
Ayes: Motsavage, Mihalko, Webb, Papastrat, Matzo, Berg 
Nays: Rennia   

3. Motion Failed. (Vote 3-3-1) 
Ayes: Motsavage, Rennia, Webb 
Nays: Mihalko, Papastrat, Matzo 
Abstain: Berg 

Introductory Ordinance 15-27. Considered in Planning and Community Development, Chair: Webb 
An Ordinance authorizing the abandonment of Water Street Public Right of Way as a public street 
Note: Notice of this public hearing was published in the Press & Sun Bulletin on May 15, 2015. 
Motion to approve legislation. Moved by Mihalko, seconded by Motsavage. 
Motion carried. Legislation adopted as Permanent Ordinance 15-31. (Vote 7-0) 
Ayes: Motsavage, Mihalko, Rennia, Webb, Papastrat, Matzo, Berg 
Nays: None 
 
Introductory Resolution 15-54. Considered in Planning & Community Development, Chair: Webb 
A Resolution authorizing the adoption of a citizen participation plan as required under the NYS Community Development 
Block Grant Disaster Recovery Program 
Motion to approve legislation. Moved by Mihalko, seconded by Matzo.  
Motion carried. Legislation adopted as Permanent Resolution 15-55. (Vote 7-0) 
Ayes: Motsavage, Mihalko, Rennia, Webb, Papastrat, Matzo, Berg 
Nays: None 
 
Introductory Resolution 15-55. Considered in Planning & Community Development, Chair: Webb 
A Resolution authorizing the adoption of a procurement policy of goods as required under the NYS Community/ 
Development Block Grant-Disaster Recovery Program 
Motion to approve legislation. Moved by Mihalko, seconded by Matzo.  
Motion carried. Legislation adopted as Permanent Resolution 15-56. (Vote 7-0) 
Ayes: Motsavage, Mihalko, Rennia, Webb, Papastrat, Matzo, Berg 
Nays: None 
 
FIRST READING LEGISLATION 
Introductory Ordinance 15-30. Considered in Planning & Community Development, Chair: Webb 
An Ordinance authorizing the sale of Water Street Public Right of Way (L74 Pg. 356) to Ellis Brothers and Joseph Inc. for 
$5,200 
Motion to approve legislation. Moved by Webb, seconded by Motsavage. 
Motion carried. Legislation adopted as Permanent Ordinance 15-32. (Vote 7-0) 
Ayes: Motsavage, Mihalko, Rennia, Webb, Papastrat, Matzo, Berg 
Nays: None 
 
Introductory Ordinance 15-33. Considered in Finance, Chair: Motsavage 
An Ordinance refunding a bond ordinance of the City of Binghamton, New York, adopted June 3, 2015, authorizing the 
refunding of all or a portion of certain outstanding bonds of said City, stating the plan of refunding appropriating an 
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amount not to exceed $2,500,000 for such purpose, authorizing the issuance of not to exceed $2,500,000 refunding 
bonds to finance said appropriation, and making certain other determinations relative thereto 
Motion to approve legislation. Moved by Motsavage, seconded by Webb. 
Motion carried. Legislation adopted as Permanent Ordinance 15-33. (Vote 7-0) 
Ayes: Motsavage, Mihalko, Rennia, Webb, Papastrat, Matzo, Berg 
Nays: None 
 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM COUNCIL 
Rennia, Matzo, Papastrat, Motsavage, Webb, Mihalko, Berg 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn at 8:38pm.  
Moved by Motsavage, seconded by Webb.   
Voice vote, none opposed. 
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